BASICS FOR LIVING
THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE

1.  RECOGNIZE YOUR PROBLEM -  Romans 1:17-3:20
A. People in general have rebelled against God, suppressed His deity.  (1:17-32)

· Face God’s wrath

· Have a bent towards sin

· Abandoned by God

B. God doesn’t grade on the curve (2:1-16)

· Good moral people still sin
· Good moral people all need forgiveness

C. Being religious doesn’t count – (2:17-3:8)

· Profession that lacks performance

· Ritual that lacks reality

· Objection lack objectivity

D. God’s verdict is in  (3:9-20)

·  The accusation – formal indictment

·  The Verdict – final verdict

2.   REFLECT ON GOD’S SOLUTION  - Romans 3:21-5:12
A. God provides forgiveness/righteousness through Christ’s sacrifice (3:21-16)
· Jesus’ blood pays sin’s debt.

· A person’s faith applies God’s righteousness

B. There has always been only one way to a right relationship with God (3:27-4:25)
· Abraham rested on faith in God’s promises

· David relied on faith in God’s forgiveness

· Circumcision is a demonstration of claiming faith
· Faith in God’s promises connects people to God’s power

C. Faith in Christ’s shed blood results in peace with God (5:1-11)

· God’s wrath is appeased – status with God

· New hope is enjoyed – confidence in life

· God’s love draws us to Him – pardoned, not paroled.

3. REALIZE YOUR NEW IDENTITY IN CHRIST – Romans 5:12-8:39
A.  Christ gives you a new position and nature (5:12-21)
· We are sinners by birth, not behavior through Adam

· We are delivered from our sin nature by rebirth through Christ.

      B.   You have died in Christ so Christ can live through you (6:1-23)
·  Know who you are

·  Become who you are

· Yield to the new master.

C.   You have died in Christ, so it’s not keeping laws that produce Christ’s righteousness.  (7:1-25)
· It’s not our trying to please God, but our resting in Jesus

· The law shows people their need, but offers no solution

· Trying to be good enough always results in conflict

· You have died in Christ, so the Holy Spirit can empower you.

D. What the Lord has done for us, the Holy Spirit will do in us. (8:1-39)

· 8:1-13 – The Holy Spirit’s provision and power enables living new life

· 8:14-27 – The Holy Spirit provides a life of wholeness, hope and help.

· 8:28-39 – The sovereignty of God results in a believer’s comfort, conquering, and confidence.

4.   REST IN THE SOVEREIGNITY AND PLAN OF GOD – Romans 9 - 11

A. What about the Gospel of Jesus and the Jewish people?  (9:1-33)
· God has not forsaken the Jew, but has fulfilled His plan for the world.

· God’s sovereignty gives Him the right to give mercy to whomever He wishes and to hold people responsible for what they choose to do.

B. Salvation is all of God, but man is responsible for His response to it.

· God isn’t looking for religious zeal, but receiving God solution.

· When warnings have been given, responsibility has consequences.

C. Through God’s majesty and mercy Israel’s rejection is not final.

· God works His purpose in Israel’s rejection

· God’s sovereignty is Israel’s only hope

· God’s power will be Israel salvation.

5.   RESPOND TO GOD’S MERCIES WITH YOUR COMMITMENTS                    – Rom. 12:1-16:27
A. Living the new life results from a gratitude to God that impacts life’s priorities, perspective, pride, and relationships (12:1-21)

B. A Christ’s transformed life demands to be lived with an attitude of submission and respect in the context of a non-Christian society.  (13:1-14)
C. Christian love extends God’s grace within a freedom that can maintain unity in the midst of diversity.  (14:1-15:7)
D. A Christian’s life can be viewed as “successful” when used for God’s purposes and design.
